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Right Honoueable and Excellent, 


ELIZABETH 


 Countxss of 


ESSEX, &% 


\ Mavaun, 
"HL, Fre not my obedience to 
6S your Ladyſhips Com- 
R mands, mach greater than 
& ary ambition of being im 
"Prim, 1 ſhould not have 
oadled your Ladythip , or the 


world , 


world, with ſo mean an Offerin = 
performance; for which T ſhould. ac- 
cording: to Cuſtom , ihave'm; de. me 
fo mn Apology, butthat your Lady- 
Namne- od Patronage will-be its 
ps rndieation : aFavonr whichas it 
tranſcends all. that.my merit or abilities 
in this kind.can pretend to, {0 I cannot 
but be the DG Þ feafble of #, Tor ha- 
- ving $ wk rhethe a pac chough-um- 
expeQc ing 'my poor little 
loy a humble Cl gy hoot dying 

memory ofthe. Beft of KIN G S: 
and thereby of public y icknowwleds- 
ing likewiſe thoſe Ob/; 2ai0ps, ang par- 
_ - ticularly the ha Oh. of attending. his 
. Excellency at 2 pour adupy. fince 
wy. coming, Tp this .placewh x 

. ſcribes me in-all gratitude: and nal” 
TC; Toxr:Ladyfhips moſt Bond | 

. -i\ | Bumble Servant aud GT 011 

» FARRY. 
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Row, VIII zxxxvii 


Nay in all theſe things, we are more thay 
: Conqueronrs, tbrough Him that loved 
Os. 


"28 Heſe words are the Chriſtians 
i@ Victory, the Believers Cons 
queſt, his Tryals, and his Tri- 
umphs , his Outward Croſs, 
and his Jnward Grace, his 
Temptations, and his Glory. 
Can there be any thing more bitter than 
Perſecution & F amine, nakednels and diſtreſs, 
or more #errible and amazing than Peril, 
and the Sword, Skin for this, and all that 
B 6 


[23 * 


a man hath , will he give for his life; and - 


yet a good. man will not ſtick to part with 
that too, when it ſhall pleaſe God to call 
for it, that he may haſten to. his' preſence, 
and be partaker of his Glory, 

St. Paul had run through a whole ftage 
of mileries, every Sermon he Preached, was 
turned rato an Inditement againſt him, and 
afforded his m4licious Perſecuters, bf al. 
gument and matter to torment him with; 
ke Tr404ik4 through 'as\\many misformmes, 
b:Covratrde.and\fonnd.; every,. place . beſet 
with Thieves and” Marderers to diſpatch 
him,.no where ſafe almoſt, but in 'Priſos, 
fain. tobe guarded, from one death to 4- 
nother, from the fury of the Jewes, to the 
Romer Tribupal, and make his appeal from 
the rage of Zealots for Sanctuary ro Nero. 
Shipwrac 't by the Waves in one place, 
and: 'the madneſs of the People-in another, 
No, "where ſafe from Storms and Dangers, 
but made a Sufferer | In every Element.” | Such 
"Was. the  Fondition of ;this Great Saint, who 
"filled e every place With. his Name and Me- 
mory, the wonders 'of his Faith ind Courage, 

un- 


UMI 


UMI 


57 [3] 
under -all his Prefſures. and Afiifions, 


And yet it was no more, than what 


Might juſtly be expeQed from thoſe mighs 


ty graces, of - the Spirit that ſtrengthned 
and adorned his Soul, that the World might 
ſee our Bleſſed Lord( when he aſcended up 
on high, and led Captivity Captive ) took 
not. away his Miracles and Graces, but left 
his. Apoſtles to continue and enlarge the 
wouders he hath done, to Propagate his 
Truth, and Inftru&t us for Heaven , That as 
many as through them ſhould believe in_ his 
name, might have power alſs to become the 


Sons of God, Heirs of the promiſe, and joynt 
Heirs with Chrift, and more than. Conquerours 


through him that Iaved them. _ _ 

In which words ( not to infiſt on that 
obvious Doctrine which ſprings from. them, 
That croſſes and. afflitions are the uſual [3t 
and pertion of the. Righteous , and that all 
who live godly is Chriſt Feſus , ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution) I ſhall confider theſe; Two par- 


. ticularg. \ 1. The power and extellency of Gods 


grace ,. govalneſs , and love , manifeſted in 
the faith, patience , and perſeverance of his 


2 Tk 


Ty 
ſervants: their invincible. courage. aud reſo- 


lation in all their highe$t dangers and tempta- 
tions; and the infallible teſtimony and aſſu- 


rance be bath thereby given the World, of 


the Divinity of bis Truth and Goſpel. 

2. The happy fruits, the vifctorions conſe- 
quences and effeis of this ſpiritual warfare, 
with the rewards. and triumphs that attentl 
it., in making us more than Conquerours, 
doubling and advancing our glory; heightning 
and augmenting our felicity and honour in this 
life , and that which is to come. 


TI begin with the Firſt, the excellency and. 


power of Gods grace, goodneſs, and love, 
manifeſted in the faith, patience, and perſe- 
wverance of his ſervants ; their invincible con- 
' rage and reſolution in. their higheſt dangers 
and temptations > . and the infallible teftimony 
and aſſurance he bath thereby giventhe world 

of the Divinity of his Truth and Goſpel. ' 
How poor and: periſbing a thing man is 
once left unto himſelf, without afliſtance 
from aboye, the whole Creation ( which 
groens- and travails to be delivered from the 
burden of our corruptions) ſufficient! y de- 
* CIAres 
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[5] 
clares; the very ſenſe and conſideration of 
it extorted ſighs from the ſobereſt and wi- 
ſeſt heathens ; and they . have filled their 
Books with remonſtrances and complaints 
of the frailty and folly of their natures 
the jarrs and diſcord of their own frames 


being greater than the wars of Elements; 


and' more deſtructive to the Univerſe : the 
Contemplation of it turned one Philoſopber 
into an univerſal monrner, making his whole 


life one_conftant and continued Epitaph , 


weeping out his eyes and time at the miſe- 
ry and inficmities of mankind; and though 
they endeavoured with. all the arguments 
of reaſon and wit, to preſcribe a remedy 
for their misfortunes , yet they were- too 


hard for themſelves, and found, That the 
ſtricteſt Philoſophy, the ſevereſt Diſcipline, 
and the higheſt Morality could neyer perfe&- 
ly reform or refine the man, ſo blind is eve- 
ry man, and the very beſt of men, with- 
out the aids and illuminations of a divize 
light from above, Brag not then of thy in- 
tellectualls, or thy parts; thy aGtivity, or 
thy skill; chy old maxims, or thy new diſ- 

| B-3 | COVE» 
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coveries 3 "thy fortunate reaches , or thy 
ſubtileſt, incloſure, Let,.thy Anceſtours. be 
dwarfs ahd ; Þ1gmiey to, thy waſter. Jmprove- 

ments'; and” the Aria T1] but ſhrub bs, and 
er tbles} to thy mi wghty_ grpdations;, Let 
thy Cedar plantations. their quickget , 
and ter them, be by Hon i th thy. olive 


tree.; and Its 7 Ying? 2 illue fe "old 
"Theatre and jts pomp; IG ps wh Plnonick, 
at hy Faris Feripatetich, bow. down 
8" our new Arca, emies and Models, and 
expodil « toms 'be brought back with new 
pomp and ſplendour, to adorn the world, 
and make tp 4ts beayty: What are our 
Pirtioſo*rumts, ior their. richeſt accom- 
"pliſhimenes , and improvements without ſub- 
limer perfeftions 1n grace and virtue, but a 
golden area, or gloriqus apparition; an 
' elaborate 9 ſhadow! "Of Rudied.. delufion , 
"and ( Which! is. "Par worſe) our damnation 
too. ' Nothing can truly;chear the ſoul, or 
enliven the mind ; advance our proſpe& or 
© our progreſs; : give ife or, Sun- ſkine,to:0ur 
*bopes and defices; and: enrich the heart 
with a ſolid, raviſhing, and anchangeable 


3 
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contentmicht ah} delight, Ubuor tyes'and 
trifles + ;' Rojths or 'misſortanes ;' 'bur' joins 
love, and a' vitorions: faith: x firm: piety, 
and a corſtznt” devorivn : theſe are'the mi- 
racles' of the Iworkd "the joy and glory of 
mankinl, * with6tft which: Wwe had beon' ſtill 
in darkneſs and the ſhidow of death; heirs 
of fin, and ſlaves to the Devil. 

And cherefore it is indeed a' higher a&t 
of omnipetence and'Tow?' to* \ reflore"the ſoul 
than the body; to 'redeem from bell than 
the grave; to rows the ſinner than Lazaris 
from his tomb :' a greater miracle. of good- 
neſs and power 'to be ' renewed for Heaven, 
than awakened from onr duſt; it coſt more 
to ranſome us' from 'our ſelves and the De- 
vil, and refew the 'divine image, ' than to 
mike us live, or'form'us ont 'of earth and 
nothing. Bur thus dl God unlock his trea» 
fury, and display the riches of his grace, to 
let, us fee, Thar as nothing is too great for 
his power * {o nothing ſhould' be roo dear 
for his love; aftoniſhine the heavens , and 
amazing the earth ,, and making the powers 


of hell 'ſbake"at the wonders of our Redem- 
ption , 


- "81 
ption,. whilſt the Angels: fing., and the Se- 
raphims renew their, flames and. brightneſs 
at our Converſion and glory , as if they them- 
ſelves were made happier thereby. 

Stand ſtill ye Righteous and behold the (al- 
vation of the Lord; the wonders and re- 
wards jof his Servants Piety through the 
World. The 11 chapter to the Hebrewes is 
a Catalogue of all the Forthies that lived 
and dyed- in Faith, and the beginning of 
the next, 1s a Trumpet to Rouze us up to 
the ſame glory. _ Enoch walked with God, 
the ,one]y | ſolitary Saint..of his. time that 
converſed. with Heaven by the 'purities of 
a tranſcendent Devotion, the firſt Hermit 
that. went out of the way the common or- 
dinary, road of the World to walk with 
God, and becauſe there was no fic compa- 
ny for him on Earth ( the World not be- 
ing worthy of him) God was pleaſed to 
tranſlate him up alive to himſelf, that we 
might ſee what are the fruits of a Holy life, 
-the rewards of Piety, and the raptures of 
-Divine love. Noab was a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs, and when they who regarded 

not 
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not his Dofrine were buried with: their 
Sins and Riots 1n filence together 3 God: 
provided him a SanGiuary to preſerve his 
name and vertue, and perpetuate his Me- 
morial with his Church for ever. 

Abrabams Faith renewed his years, and 
made him fruitful in. his poſterity as well 
as his Graces, he became the foundey of Wo: 
narchies and Kingdoms but his nobleft 
title of Honour was his being Father of 
the faithſul, that was indeed a bleſſing 
which Crowns and Scepters could not give, 
he believed and it was impated: to hirfor 
Righteouſneſs, and that was Throne and 
Glory enough; He ſtaggered not at' the pro- 
miſe ,, and that eſtabliſht hins for ever; he 
enjoyed his Moker here on earth, and\coni- 
verſed fo familiarly with heaven before he 
came there', that his very boſome harh been 
reckoned a' place of Pmadiſe ' ever fitnice. 
Such is the priviledge and happineſs of rhe 
jſt who lives by. Faith, he canoe dyevven 
when he, is. breathleſs, for his life is-hid 
with Chriſt in. God, and! bemg dexd! unto 
the. world,, he is alive unto« God, and ſpeaks 

C 


eternity 
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eternity in his graces, he lives here by faith, 


a life of- ſecret and inviſible joyes ; for, 


the life of nature is but a ſleep, and that: 


of ſenſe. a Dream; but that of grace is 
truly Vital, made up of the choiceſt Spi- 
rits, and a never-dying compoſure. This 
is the life of a true Chriſtian , and the 
greatelt glory of heaven upon earth, when 
we become conformable ro the Death of 
Chriſt, Death hath no more dominion over 
#53 but we can triumphantly., wich our 
Apoſtle in another place , cry out, O 
Death, where 3s thy fting * O Grave, where 


is. thy Victory ? A heart repleniſht with di- 
vine - grace , is not eaſily frightned with 
ſtripes and * impriſonment , hardſhip and ' 


want, peril .or the- ſword, or whatever 
elſe may fcare- a meer animal 'or Coward , 
but prepares to meet his God , in what 


way foever he ſhall | be pleaſed to call 


him. 

Fis true, it-is no mean-talent, no ſmall 
gift to bear. our afflitions with a chearful 
and pious ſubmiſſion to God's will. Ir 'is 


not for every .palat- to endure the bitter- - 
nels: 


UM 


UMI 


(11) 


neſs of this Cup but his, that with David, 
bath tafted how good the Lord js, and that 
the end and fruits of his Croſs are de: 
liciouſneſs and peace, Storms and thnn- 
ders are the tryals of a Chriſtian he that 
can endure theſe, and not be ſhaken or 
overthrown at Root, /is fit for Paradiſe and 
the regions of peace. To follow Chrift for 
the loaves and miracles, in time of proſpe- 
rity and triumph, is no news: they that 
crucified him did ſo; but to keep him com- 
pany in the deſart, or more formidable 
Garden, and not ſhrink at the approach of 
Lanthern_and Souldiers, the Traytor and 
the Trainband, a midnight-terrour , or an 
open diſtreſs. To fall when we are: in our 
Spring, and be ſacrific'd in the pride and 
rength of nature; to ſubmic to flames 
and Axes, and be tormented at every Ti: 
rants pleaſure, to take up our heavieſt 
croſs, and thus dye for the name of Chriſt, 
is a temper as Rare as it is Happy, tF re- 
ſults of an invincible Piety and Faith, the 

higheſt ſtrength and glory of a Chriſtian. 
And therefore Secondly, It is a mighty 
Ca proof 


.. fag 


proof and;argument;of the Divinity of the 
Goſpel That the DoQtine of 'the | Croſs 
ſhould fiad ſo many worſhipers and fol- 
lowers That men ſhould at -firſk be con 
werted-\onely. to afflitipns; and made Rege- 
erate that they might {uffer, grow 'in love 
with their perſecutions, and rejoyce in noz 
thing more than imitating the example of 
their Holy Lord. 

'Tis true we read of fome Heathens , 
That brag'd of their Valour and Courage 
in the midſt of their misfortunes; that they 
had acquired,' a eemper of being aboye 
ftorms, and could defie lightning and thun- 
der by .Lawrels of their own making : and 
though nothing be more nobſe to Conquer 
our paſions; arid. be armed againſt. the 
Caſualties and/(Calamities of this World. 
Yet examples in. this kind 'are- very rare, 


diſcourſos + and whatever their ſeeming braz 


very 
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very might. be; yet their hopes were va: 
niſhing and ſhallow, neither {atisfaGtory to 
the Soul, nor durable in themſelves; and 
though {ome of them are (aid to have en: 
dared death , rather than violate or fallifte 
their word and truſt, they are to be com: 
mended for ſo doinp, and it is no error 
or miſtake to ſay, that God might Crown 
them with more ſtrength than ordinary, as 
well to juſtifie a good caule, as for the en+ 
couragement even of moral wertxe in this 
life : | but- yet! theſe inſtances, and whatevet 
elſe-can be- produced. in this' kind ; are 6+ 
thing to the Liſt of diwiner Heroes in the 
Church , the multitude of wifiorionus Suffe- 
rers of every Age and Sex, who cannot 
pollibly be thought owners of {ach ſtrength 
of body and/mind, 'as to endure: the tors 
ments to. which they. were expoſed , wirh- 
out a ſecret «rm, an inviſible; power , and 
. mighty ucrcliſtable; groce-fubduing all be- 

ore, It. | 
And if it ſhall be further urged , that 
eyen, amonglt Chriſtiaur,, as Setaries and 
others i{ #. they; may. be: called | Chriftiany 
C 3 that 
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that are-out of the Church ) there are ſome © 


ſo ſtout, that no penalties almoſt can force 
them to recant or renounce their errours, 
and return to their wits and duty again : 
we muſt ſay firſt, That they are few for 
the -number , and much fewer for their 
worth. - Secondly, That the obſtinacy of 
bad men in a bad cauſe, as it doth not ju- 
ſtige their crimes, ſo neither doth it diſpa- 
rage the-piety and virtue of good men in 
a good; tor, a notorious MalefaGonr is not 
Ief a Criminal for being obſtinate and un- 
relenting, and therefore it does not at all 
diſparage or evacuate the power of Gods 
grace.,, that even wicked and carnal men 
may ſeem to have a ſhare ſometimes of the 
ſame fortitude and courage, for hypocriſte 
is no ſtrangerin the World, The beſt things 
have their -Connterfeits , and it is the Dee 
vils conſtant work, and choiceſt waſter- 
prece," to imitate as. much as he can, the 
gifts and graces of Gods Spirit, and Tranſ- 
form himſelf into an Angel of light to de- 
lude the World; but as no man in his 
witts. will ſay, there is no ſuch thing as 

Truth, 
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Ly 
Truth , becauſe ſome have writ Fables and 
Romances, ſo neither can we deny the 
mighty operations of Gods Holy Spirit 'in 
his Church and Servants, becauſe there are 
ſo many lars, and pretenders to the ſame 


| Spirit: fince we have a ſure rule left us, by 


which we are to walke our ſelyes, and judge 
of others. 

In a word if it be true, That it is the 
cauſe alone which makes a Martyr, than 
they who have no other cert:ficate from 
Heaven, but that which is common to 
Brutes alſo; are not Saints and Conquerours 
but Cheats and Deceivers, and they are 
Children in grace as well as knowledge, that 
will be thus baffled and trepann'd from their 
Holy faith, by {ſuch Tricks and Impoſtures. 
There is no man living withont his Croſs 
in this World one way 'or other 3 but he 
that bears it prauſly and bravely and en- 
dures 10 the end, he (ball be ſaved, and he 
that ſuffers for Righteouſneſs lake is bleſfed 
for ever. What man is he that would ſee 
good dayes in ſpight of all his Enemies and 
Oppreſlors, keep thy Soul fromewvil, and _ 

a 
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ſhall be bappy in the midſt of thy Troubles, 
and what ever the World may rob thee 
of » yet Heaver 15 thy portion , and its re- 
freſoments thy comfort and reward, no ad- 
verfiry can deprive thee of that, ſince the 
mere thou art afflicted, the greater is thy 
Crewn and. theretore no. good Chriſtian will 
murmur or repine at the various methods of 
Gods, providence in this World ,. that thus 
excrciſeth the faith and patience of his' Ser- 
vants, that; their joyes and his glory-may be 
the greaters: For, -whar ever ther frailty of 


When 


UMI 


UMI 


(17) 

When God told St. Paul, That his grace 
was ſufficient for bim , he triumphantly de- 
clares, He could do all things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthened him; for having made it 
his conſtant exercize and ſtudy, to have 
alwayes a conſcience void of offence ;, he fea- 
red not the face of man, but thirſted to 
behold that of Gods, and could with more 
zeal and pleaſure lay down his life, than 
other men could preſerve theirs; lo vaſt, 
{o admirable a change can the Spirit of Ged 
make in the ſou! of man, with ſuch glory 
diſplay his O»mmipotexce in our weakneſs, His 
Majeſty in our infirmities, and make humane 
miſery and diſtreſs, a Theam and Theatre to 
diſplay the ſtrength and riches of his power 
and lowe. 

Our Bleſſed Lord could have armed his 
Apoſtles, with a word to have cruſb't the 
Earth to nothing, given them legions of 
Angels to prepare their way and gather 
Captives; or with ſtorms and lightning 
have blaſted the World into ſubmiſſzon and 
Homage, and made Kingdoms tremble and 


bow down before them, But he took as 
D nother 
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other courſe, which though not ſo outward: 
ly pompous, or ſeemingly powerful and pre- 
vailing 3 was yet more wonderfully and an: 
expeStedly glorious and ſucceſsful , making 
weak, things t0 confound the mighty, and foo- 
liſh things to confute the wiſe, and Babes and 
Children to diſarm Ceſars and their legi- 
ons, beffle. their ſtrength and their Philoſo- 
phy together : and by humility and pati- 
ence, faith and perſeverance, gain more Tri- 
umphs then by Arms and Banners, teaching 
us thereby neither to truſt in, nor make 
afe of an'arm of fleſh in His ſervice, that 


His Goſpel was not to be propagated by. 


wielence and blood, force or murder , Tregſon 
or Compulfion, but the nobler Warfare 6f 
Obedience and Peace. Vindicating allo his 
Providence by bringing good out of evil, 
defeating the malice of his Enemies, and 
the arts of the Devil; making good the 
Truth of ' his promiſes in the faith and 
courage of his Saints. and Martyrs, that 
Ins Holy Spirit was indeed the Comforter, 
the Lord and giver of life, both in the Try. 
al. and. the exaitation, the exerciſe and eſte. 


bliſh. 
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bliſhment of their hopes and graces, not one- 
ly in ſupporting and ſuſtaining theic infir- 
mitiesr; but by inſpiring them above all- the 
harrours of Mortality; rejoycing that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer for his name 
ſake. > 

An honour greater ( I may fay ) then 
that of Angels, who live, but nor by dying, 
are Miniſters of his will, but not Martyrs 
for ir; They ſtand before the Throne, but 
their voice is not heard from under the Al- 
tar, they afford not their Maker cauſe or 
occaſion to diſplay ſuch wariety of won- 


ders. And therefore for man, frail man 


duſt and aſhes not to fear death, is more 
wonderful and glorious than to be abowe 
it, and ro expire far Gads Truth more noble 
than their zz-wortelity, 

Wherefore our Holy Lord hath pro- 
nounc't a double bleſſednels to them that 
ſuffer tor Righteouſnels ſake, the honour 
and the reward of perſecution 3 Their Me- 
mory ſhajl be ſacred and their name preci- 
ous, their ſufferings aterniz'd,, and their ve- 
ry duſt immortal, and _ Kingdom of Hea- 

2 


Ven 


[20] 


ven being their aſſured portion , they ſhall 
at the ReſurreQion of the juſt, exchange 
their Purple for a Robe of light, and their 
Crimſon dye for a Crown of Glory, and 
ſhine for ever, as the Sun in the Kingdom 
of their Father. | 

And truly were it not for this, what 
would the life of a Chriſtian be, but a mi- 
ſerable and empty nothing? the puniſhmend 


and deriſion of mankind? why did David - 


complain that he was become a ſcorn to all 
that were round. about him , he might have 
turned ſcorner himſelf, and” inſtead of be- 
ing the Royal Prophet , have been a+ Tyrant, 
or an Atheiſt, as proud and- imperious, as 
the greateſt Pagan or Barbarian Monarch; 


For a Prince to wiſh himſelf a door-keeper 
in the houſe- of God, and be content to 


leave his Throne and Kingdom flowing 
with milk and honey for a new Teruſalem, 
was a_ pleaſant Paradox for the Carnal and 
the- prophane to droll at; And'that the A- 
pofiles and their ſaccefſive Martyrs ſhould 


endure the ſcoffs , mileries and torments of 


vulgar rage and. madneſs, for an inviſible 
King- 
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Kingdom , had they not the ſtrongeſt con- 
victions for proef and the bigheft conſolati- 
ons for ſupport, might well be look't upon 
as the higheſt degree of foHy in the world. 
And fo no queſtion it appears to thoſe that 
are yet ſtrangers to their graces, and have 
not yet felt the leaſt ſpark of that Divine 
fire, which warmed them into flames and 
rapture They that will not believe , ſhall 
never find nor know what the joyes and 
breathings of the Spirit are, how ſecret and 
irreſiſtable 1ts ſtrength, how ſweet its influ- 
ence, how raviſhing its charms, how power 
fal and divine its motions and its light. 

Let the Infidels wit then grow big with 
his own folly, and ſtrain hard to make his 
nonſenſe faſhionable and taking , let the A- 
theift and the prophane fit as diGator in his 
Chair, and be the founder of a new Aca: 
demy, wherein to Apoſtatize or Blaſpheme, 
ſhall be no more a ſin but an improvement. 
Let the Temporizer and the Coward, the 
worldly mind and the falſe hearr, follow the 
fortune and flatter the ſins of Tyrants 3 be 
Diſciples of a prevailing f ation, and Cano- 
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nize the crimes of proſperous impicty, count 


Treaſon no ſin, nor inconſtancy a ſbame , 
laugh at ſacriledge, and faſt with the Pha» 
riſee , onely to whet their ſtomacks and be 
the ' more devouring , anoint their forchead 
with perjury, and make long prayers even 
to a delolation, Let the /ewelling of Church- 
es be the Zeelots pride, and the pulling 
down of Crowns and Scepters the Saints 
priziledge, et the witioxs and the vile thrive 
and flouriſh for the time, grow rich and ſez 
cure 1n all their worldly ends and: enjoy- 
ments > yet after all there is God that judg- 
eth the: Earth, and who beſides his <enge- 
ance hereafter, can curſe the wicked in their 
Graves , when they ſeem to have eſcap't 


his anger, purſye their Carkaſes and Kuines, 


and make their very death but the .begin» 
ning of a worſe deſtruftion , plague their 
poſterity, and bring them ailo ro an account 
lor their predeceſſors crimes, Blood hath a 
eryzng and a peircing voice; it awakens the 
Dead and makes them (pcak, nay, it reaches 
Heaven and will not let God alone, till he 
deſcend and revenge ity cauſe, it was ws 
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vids fright and his prayer, That God 
would preſerve hins from blood guiltyneſs , 
it he prayed lo for himfelf , what muſt chey 
do that mrrderd David. If the blood of 
Gods private Saints and Servants cry front 
under the Altar , That of his Anointed will 
peirce through fare ? and when the ſr 
ſeems ſpent or forgotten 3 yet the puniſhment 
is not, that -may laſt and paſs from one gee 
neration to another , and even in this life as 
well as the next, God will make it appear, 
that (ſooner or later, he will bring iniquity 
to remembrance, and avenge the blood of 
his Saints, and plague a guilty land with a: 
ftoniſhment and horrony. 

And therefore it is the (pecial duty and 
defign of our prelent meeting this day, to 
fulence, if we can, the woice of innocent and 
Royal blood, by a repentance Joud* as onr 
fjas, and alſo to reverence and renew . the 

' memory of a Prince, ſacred for. his Govern- 
ment and* his graces, bury him afreſh who 
can never dye; and whilſt his murderers 
( barbarous after death ) denied him the 
Obſequies of a King, we will be his year: 
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Iy . mourners, and interr him afreſh with a 
more illuſtrious ſorrow. . E's 
And truly, no Age or People almoſt ſince 
the Creatiow, ſtand more in need both of 
the preaching and- the praQtice of true re* 
pentance and obedience, than the ſinful 
Kingdoms in which we live; fornone have 
ſo degenerated from the honour and beauty 
of Chriſtianity: none haye fo affronted its 
Holy Amnthour, and diſgrac't his Goſpel, de- 
{piled his Word, or perverted it more. For 
that very courſe and method which God 
at firſt appointed, and ſtill continues to 
the world to cure its confuſions , creating 
Magiſtrates to keep the Peace, and (ending 
Kings as his own Vice-gerents to heal our 
diſorders, and ſtrengthning the Bleſfling by 
commanding every ſou], to ſubmit to their 
authority and power, that ſo we might the 
better learn to fear and obey him. We 
have employed to a quite contrary deſzgr , 
and as if we had neyer heard or learnt any 
ſuch Leſſon, by a new Divinity, will nei: 
ther fear God , nor honour "the King : for 
' Monarchy, they ſay, is an arbitrary Co- 
Verne 
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veftitment , not fie for 'Batuts, idk woe 
role Vl as Kings eheth (ElVes,"" CF.) 

Streh' is the ed and ſritt of all po] oft 
Tamnlts, preach'c up ander colour of Re- 
ligion and Reformation 3 | no noiſe loader , 
no quarrel finds more Seconds, than that 
of Religion, every man: tarns zeabot in fach 
'- a cauſe, wherein he hopes his own Diane 
ſhall be nppermoſt, and his fortaneadvanc't 
by. ufurping' his Neighbours Vineyard for 
his infivritance ; and accordmply they made 
t their buſt nels eo cry out on the Magt- 
firate, that they mighe get profelytes for a 
fxQton, and exclaim agzinft the Church, to 
gain Diſciples for a' Reformation. Endea- 
vouring to' find fault, firſt with their Prince, 
and then as handfomely transferr it on' kis 
evil Counſellors), ont of thier loyzl atid! as 
bundant affcQion abafing bim'doubly; Firft 
in his perſon; thaw in' his choiey,, committing! 
a double errour, firſt in makinyg clienifelves; 
borh' parties; Jadges' and Executioners; and 
ſccondly', In tiking a wrong contle; by 
mzkitg' Rebelfion' a way to Reformation, 
Diſobretence a _— for' pretended” itt-- 
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convenience, and redroli.a at;moſt bat ſmall. 
faults, by. committing much. more great and , 
horrid :.. an. Artifice. ſo profoundly - palitich 
and Divine, that by, it, no-perſon. or calling. 
ever can ar ſhall be lecure, 

But Pride and, Ambition ſcorn all bounds: 
of Juſtice. or. Duty, The . new, the beſt. 
and ſureſt, way to ſubvert the Crown, was- 
by taking away its Supporters And there-- 
fore thoſe. two great Heroes : and . Champi- 
ons of Church and State, the noble Straf: 
ford (from. whom the Reformation of this 
Church and Kingdom, derives the. beſt part 
of. its ſtrength.and beauty; ) andthe pious, 
Land who . thought: nothing - too great for 
God and the King;, were by a new. found 
ordingace, thought the fitteſt Sacrifice to. 
prepare and lay. the Scene of. a deeper and 
more fatal Tragedy. Princes ſeldom fall 4- 
lone , Crowns and Miters like Twins cannot. 
well be parted; ſo great a Majeſty and. 
vertue could not goe of. a cheap and ſrngle 
Sacrifice, but like a mighty Earthquake - 
carry open ruine with it. And though his 


Marderers like themſelves denyed him the, | 
Uz 
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Funerals of a King, they provided him a 


more ſolemn and illuſtrious attendance, ſend: 
ing ſox that could not follow him to the 
Grave, to keep him Company in it , mingle 
rnines, and Crown his Triumphs with freſb 
Parple, out of their own veins, And az 
mong.the reſt of thoſe noble and Heroick, 
perſons that bled for their Prince and 
Country, let iS Name flouriſh and be 
Honaurable in this Kingdom allo; from 
whom (by His: Majeſties goodneſs). we 


' now derive and enjoy a Governour, 


under whoſe Pious influence and Prudent 
care, we mxy ( by Gods blefling,) reap as 
much good, as the Church hath glory by his 

Fathers ' ſufferings. 2 
And it 1s but a poor excuſe, and worſe 
amends aftef all, to tell us they never in- 
tended fo fatal a change, for had they not 
taken away his power, he had never loft his 
life. But where did we ever yet ſee T- 
mults guided by diſcretion, or a Riotous: 
multitude obſerve any bounds ? Never 'was: 
any Kingdom thus mended, that was. not al-' 
lo ſubverted,, and made: a Sacrifice /in "its 
E 2 own 
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own flates * Rebellion having once got 
eround-wnd footing, knowes no Timite but 
its 'own Re, atd as it. began with che 
Devil firſt, fo it feldom ftops till it come 
to Hell. Ard therefore *tis compared in 
Scripture to Witchcraft and Idolatry, becauſe 
it is the proper-work of the. Devil, and 
renders us like him. For Subje&s to de: 
throne and murder their Prince, arid with 
unheard of impudenice. redping to Piety 
* and Juftice, vottdern him who is. the Jife of 
the law, and the faiths Defender; is ſuch - 
a piece of 'Reltgion, as the Devil never yet 
darft preach 'to Infidels and Pagans, 'tis a 
Prodigy 3h nature againſt the common notions. 
of mankind, worſe than Brutes , for they 
ſtind"in ave 'of 'their King, not more for 
. the firength of his '/ixrbs than the Majeſty 
of 'his #elyper : and: Joes ' Religion ( think 
you ) command that which'is detetable- to- 
every nature Under the Sun ? Chriſtianity 
ſure hath not made Kings more weak and: 
deſpicable, nor was 'it planted to dethrone, 
buc efabHhiſÞ thim- better. © 
- Gol Hever mide Rebellion a grace, *tis 
__ &--23 not 
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not to be found in the Catalogue of his 
gifts and dle{ſmngs, his Goſpel gives no. ſuch 
Commillion., nor 1s violence and blood aty 
part of its Doftrine or Diſcipline ; The 
Sons of Belial are no fit pen-men for the 
ſpirit, nor does a Drum or Trumpet lefu- 
rer become the Pulpit., What ſhould 1 
now lead you to the Apoſtles and the Mar- 
tyrs Tombs, where nothing but peare and 
innocence are afleep 3 you ſhall read or hear 
of no- Treaſon in their Epitaphs, nothing 
to ſully the brightneſs and memory of their 
Loyalty and Religion, they never wronged 
Ceſar when live, and their deaths pro- 
claimed them his beft friends. 

Whence then came the noiſe and tumult 
in our cars? Where did we learn the re- 
ligious mutiny of ſchiſm and ,ſedition , of 
pulling down Kings to- enlarge the Domini- 
ons of the Church, of cruſhing magiſtracy 
to- nothing, that we might exalt nothing x 
of depopulating the world, that the Saints 
might inherit the earth; of taking away «ll 
Government , that we might have the more 
liberty to #ndo one another; of crying out 
E 3 againſt 
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againſt Popery, that we might have no Re- 
ligion, of chaſing out Superſtition , that we 
might not ſerve God at all? They that 
cthonght it idolatry to bow at the Name of 
Teſus, thought it none to overthrow. all for 
it, and make every place feel the mocke- 
ry and abuſe, the ſeyere and lofty rebykes 
of zealous rage and prophaneſs. 

Kings were wont to be lookt upon with 
more veneration and reſpet; and wharſoever 
account we. now-a-dayes make of them, 
yet God is lo careful of their welfare and 
honour, that he hath ſtriftly charged us 
not to touch or affront them z their Names, 
as well as their Perſons and Calling arc ſ- 
cred, I ſaid ye are Gods , and if fo , the 


very thought of abuſing them, is Sacriledge 


as well as Treaſen; it they are tender to 
him as the apple of his eye, they may well 
became preczous in the fight of ours, God 
made man after his own image, but Kings 
have it io a double manner :. Firſt, as wen ; 
and then, as Kings: by the one, wm rez 
preſent his Being 3 by the other, his Autho- 
rity, God made man to rule inferiour crea? 

tures 
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tures, but Kings to govern men, and be a- 
more . immediate copy of 'his power and 
glory. | 
And truly our te martyr d Soveraign- 
was ſuch an one , the brighteſt Reſemblance 
and repreſentative of his G-4 every way , 
that was upon the ea:ch3 One, that was 
above others, not more in place, than good- 
neſs and virtue > not more Sacred: and Il- 
Inftrious for his Majeſty, than his Graces ;- 
Crowned with as much goodneſs as power , 
the Kingdom and the Churches glory So 
eminently, Learned and Religions from his 
Youth, that he was thought fitteſt to be 
the Churches Angel, before he became its 
nurfing Father and more than Biſhop, when 
he was not yet the' Faiths Defender, And: 
when he came to govern both Church and 
State, did he change his temper with his 
Was he leſs good by being a 
King ? No, he was the Saint and Seraphim 
of the Throne', his preſence was a Sanf#u- 
ary, and every place lookt like a Temple, 
whilſt he was there. He never thought 
himſelf greater, than when. he was upon 

bis 


[ 32] 


his knees. nor brighter , than in the ofond 
and incenle. of hzs prayers, throwitig his 
Crown ( with. the Elders in the Revelation) 
at his feet that pave it, and then mingling 
himſelf with thoſe Bleſſed Spirits in adoration 
and praiſes: 

But beſides his Pzety, in which he hath 
outdone all the Zealots of his Age, hehad 
all the wertwes. of Prince or Man; there 
were:many Kings '19 liv'time, but none fo 
much: aften Godw own heart, he was the true” 
Majefty of his Ape Others might have 
langer Kingdoms, Pe honefo great, fo.good 
@& Souk Let forte brag of their” mines and 
treafuces,, and thae their: Dominion? run pa» 
rallel with the- Sun, his graces have out: 
dane the: oze,, and eutſhined the- other, Let 
ather s\ boaſt of their arms and banners, and 
that-that Lify which exceeded Solomon in 
Yory, is a/parbof their Coat , the Royal and: 

candour-and: ineeprity of his ſou}, 
makes/that look pal and' fading to hjs pn- 
ren wirtue. So great a- {over of peace, and - 
his: peoples welfare, that he ſent aboye rhir- 
ty: M:fſages- for pode: , and ten-of them; it 
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one year , in which he hath clearly expreſt, 
how great and gracious a Soul he had, how 
good a Prince, how excellent a Chriſtian. 
Had Plato been alive , he might . have 
ſeen his wiſh, @ Prince and 4 Phileſopher tos 
gether the Throne turned into. an Acade- 
my of Piety and Learning; the Muſes and 
the Graces keeping their Court in him; ad= 
mirably killed in all Arts and Sciences, but 
in Divinity a Prince and Profeſſour > and his 
rare works (ſhew it accordingly : ſuch mix- 
tures of Elegancy and Religion flowing in ez 
very line , that. it is hard to ſay which 
were greater, his piety or his parts; his reg- 
ſon or his faith, his Rhetorick, or his Prays 
ers, the ſirains of his Fazcy, or the Ra- 


ptures of his pious ſoul the depth of his 


Judgment , or the humility of his mind; the 


excellence of the Prince, or the Divinity of 
the Saint. Every thing conſpired . to make 
binr great and happy, but his graceleſs and. 
irreligious ſubje&is: Newer had people a bet- 
ter King , never had Prince a more ungrate- 
ful people. | 
And ſhall not his Fall awaken us, and 

F the 


, We will buyy thee afreſh who canſt never 


[35]. 
the voice of his Blood, ſend us for ſhelter 
to bis, which ſpeaks better things than that 
of Abels: Can fo great a judgment be ſi 
lenct, but by as high and loud a repen- 
tance; a publick nnited forrow , ard an 
univerſal remorſe. Let Turks and Arabi- 
ans, thieves and murderers make no, con- 
ſcience of their Actions. Let rhe madand 
frantick SeH&ary rave and be deaf, to the 
voice of fober reaſon and Religion : ' but 
let all: that call on the Name of Chriſt, de- 
_ ard depart from fo great iniquity, and 
or-the prodigious Yillany of thoſe mon: 
ſters, that ſhed the Rzighteors and the Roy- 
ol blood: and whilſt we are aſbamed of 
them and our: ſelves , let ns prize the me- 
wry of his graces, pay him Homage in the 
Grave, and give him that. tribute of Ho- 
nour and obedicace we denyed him alive. 
| Yes (Great Prince we will reverence thy 
Memory, and' thy: Righteouſneſs ſhall not be - 
forgotten,” thy Sacrifice ſhall not want Tears, 
nor. thy” Martyrdowr- a Trepby, raifed by our 
fighs; but much more laſting and' eternal, 


dye; 
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dye ; nor ſhall oblivion fit upon thy Tomb 
whilſt every loyal heart ſhall be thy Monn- 
ment , and every Eye thy monrner , every 
year ſhall be the Reſurre&ion of thy wver- 
tues, and our ſhame, thy goodneſs and our 
ingratitude, thy glorious pieby, and our ins - 
jamons diſloyalty, Thy Relifs fhall be 
ſacred , and thy name pretious, thy ſuffe- 
ring Canonized, and thy death immortal, the 
perfume of thy graces, and the fame of thy 
remains, the voice of thy perfe&ions and 
never dying piety ſhall be its own Chroni- 
cle and [peaker; Thou haſt conquered thine 
Enemies, and art entred into thy glory, 
Triumph'c over death, and art fat down in 
greater Majeſty, and in a berrer Kingdom 
and what have we to do, . bunt to mitate 
his piety and goodneſs, and make the ver- 
tues of his life our example. 

For though his Royal Succeſſor was gra- 
cionſly pleaſed to ſet out an AS of Pardon 
and Oblivion; yet that alone will not ſerve 
the turn or acqurt us of our guilt; but we 
muſt have Godr pardon as' well as the Kings, 
if we wonld be ſecure, if we would divert 
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Gods.Jydgments for, the future , and appear 
with: conf:dence and comfort before his Tri: 
bunal bereafter. 

But alas! how can we-expe&t Gods par- 
don , when.. inſtead of Repenting , we are 
ready to:repeat. our fins, and rezew. thoſe 
fatal .crimes that deſtroy'd us, willing and 
forward to warm our hands with new fires, 
grow bright once more in Temple flames , 
and conſume the Church with freſh combuz 
ſtions- If-this be not ſa, why then is there 
the noiſe and bleating, of Feroboam's calves 
in every corner , wildfire-dofrine and re- 
lIigious nonſenſe, Scripture perverted ro edi- 
feation, the Faith pretended againſt the 
Decalogue , . and the Goſpel made uſe of az 
gainſt_ the Creed. When there is. lo much. 
Atheiſm and prophaneſs on one hand, and 
ſchiſm and ſedition on the other, and fo 
great and general a neglecF. of God in us ab, 
can we think our ſelves ſafe without ſincere 
repentance and reformation of our fins; or 
that we ſtand ſe ſecure, as not to fall again? 
God. can reach us with a ſecret arrow from 
Heaven, or meet us with an open calami- 
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ty and judgment in our faces, he can blaſt 
our pride and confidence in a moment, 
conſume our ſtrengrh and beauty in a trice. 
We have had for many years ſuch a Viciſ- 
ſitude of mercies and judgments, as no Age 
or Kingdom can parallel, and unleſs we 
have a mind to be rooted out for ever, 
from being a people profeſſing his Name, 
let us make ſuch timely ſuitable returns and 
acknowledgements , as may evidence our 
ſenſe and care our wiſdom, and repentance - 
our gratitude and obedience under all his dif- 
penſlarions. Let the mutability and misfor- 
tunes of this worl1, fix and ſettle us the 
more on him , that iceing the uncertainty 
and inconftancy of all earthly things here be- 
low, we may ſeriouſly look np, and wiſely 
prepare for that glory which is above” the 
ſtroke of change or deaih, that (o having 
fought the good fight, and feniſbed our courſe 
with joy , we may have our warfare crown'd 
with immortality, and honour, andeternal. 
life among the Saints in light. 
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